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REPORT

1.0 Background

1.1 Forum Heritage Services have been commissioned by
New Milton Town Council to undertake a review of part
of New Milton town with a view to whether this part of
the town warrants recommendation for designation of a
new conservation area. The area is defined as the
Study Area (see Appendix A) and referred to hereafter
as such.

1.2  The survey work was undertaken in July 2014 and the
report completed in October 2014. £

1.3  The work is based guidance set out by English
Heritage in their publication; Understanding Place
Conservation Area Designation, Appra ]
Management June 2012:

‘In every case it is importan
support the designatig.
from  some

characterisation-i
area appraisal.’

1.4

1.5 This report was written by James Webb, BSc(hons),
MSc Hls@on PG dip UD IHBC Director of Forum
Heritage

20 : d setting

New Milton aII market town in Hampshire, The
town is situated-approximately 6 miles (10 km) west of
Lymington town cérifre and 12 miles (19 km) east of
Borrnemouth town centre. It is to the south-west
corner of the New Forest adjacent to the administrative

oundary with Christchurch, Dorset. As such New
, along with Barion on Sea forms the eastern end
arge conurbation which streiches westwards along
ast as far as Poole. The principal road through
rea is the A337 between Christchurch and
Lymington and the railway line between Bournemouth
and London runs through the northern part of the

settlement.

The town is low lying and with very little variation in
levels throughout. There is a perceivable rise from
south to north. Given the low laying character of this
edge to the New Forest there are no extended views or
natural vistas over, into or out of the town.

2.3 The Study Area the subject of this report (please see
Appendix A) extends to the immediate north of the
railway line and takes in a short section of the B3058
(Station Road) as it curves to the east. To the south of
the railway line the area includes Station Approach, the
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northern section of Station Road including the junction
with Whitefield Road and Osborne Road and the short
sections of these roads, east as far as and including
the Grade Il listed water tower and west as far as New
Milton Bowling Club.

2.4  The commercial core of New Milion is surrounded by
late 191 and early to mid-20™" century residential
expansion. The commercial core incorporates the train
station at its northern end which stimulated the growth
of New Milton along Station Reoad. It also includes the
prominent Grade I listed water tower, a hotable
landmark built to provide utility infrastructure for 5
rapidly expanding town.

25 The mmn_:m of the study area is Emﬁ of ﬁmmama_m_

corresponding significa mw
greenery to the Bmam %w

2.6

roads and enclosure of ”oé:momvm ? ﬂ_m core do allow

distant views to be achieved within the urban
framewo _A_

_ aa_mﬁczm. meaning B_QQ_m farm.

.the late nineteenth century the area covered by
odern conurbation consisted of small and
dium-sized fields, many of which appear to

present the enclosure of former open fields clustered
Fﬁ@c:a the historic village of (Old) Miiton. Other

=.Barton
(#ﬁwm_. and Lower Ashley Common.

and the small common-edge setilements of

Old Milton was the principal settlement of the area and
consisted of a small cluster of houses, the church,
Milton Farm and an abandoned moated site around a
staggered crossroads between the main east-west road
and roads south to Barton and north towards Bashley.
At the end of the 19th century Barion was merely a
loose group of four farms and a scaftered cottages set
back from the cliff edge. The coming of the railway in
1888 (Map HM1 Appendix C) and the construction of a
station to the north-east of Old Milton provided an
impetus for development. The new centre was known
as New Milton which quickly grew up around the
station. The name is thought to have originated with its
use af the Post Office that stood opposite the railway
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42  Most buildings are constructed of brick and some have
retained their unpainted facades, although some have
been painted or rendered. There are good examples of
faux timber-framing, pebbledash and some tile
hanging; materials and methods associated with the
Arts and Crafts period of civic and residential building in
the early part of the twentieth century. These qualities
are best illustrated in the comer buildings to Whitefield
and Osborne Road, the former Milton Hall (Figure 9
Appendix E) (now S & P Furnishers) and the lost
Miiton Hotel (see Appendix D). The more formal Free
Renaissance style of the period is seen to the railway
station of 1889 (Figures 11 and 12 Appendix E). Az
good survival with much original detailing retained :
original platform canopies with attractive decorative
cast iron columns.

4.3 There is a regularity to the plots laid

4.4  Prominent corners (Figure 4&Appendix EFwithin the
study area are characterised mﬂ#ﬁi%ﬁ [ features
such as towers with turrets. Goodsexarrples are found
to the Lloyds Bank (Station Road/ OsBorne Road

comner) and the former post office (Whitefield

Road/Station Road corner). The long and weli-
enclosed.Station Road lends itself to extended views
=north along its length. The views north in

of Whitefield Road and Osborne Road
(Figure 7 Appendix C). This has been accentuated

 pavement oL e south of this junction

e

Hasising the townscape importance of this corner
ing (the Lloyds Bank).

New Milton is predominantly a modern settlement,

:%M.wﬁ been created almost from scraich following the

1 of the railway station in 1888. Many of the

=23 .S.ow within the town cenfre date from the twentieth

century, with a significant amount of replacement
having taken place during the 1960s and 1970s.

Prior to the arrival of the railway, the centre of New
Milton was open fields with a crossing of lanes on their
way between farms. A little way along the westward
arm of the crossroads, a [ane (now lined with shops
and houses) branched off to the old village of Miiton.
About 300m north of the crossroads, the railway station
now lies and since its arrival, this farmland has been
developed as a shopping centre with a good variety of
independent and nationally recognised shops and
businesses offering an active centre and services
serving the whole town and surrounding area. As well
as shops and other commercial businesses, there are a
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(including take-aways). These provide important local
amenities. There is a fine to medium grain to
development with a traditional plot width which has
been maintained by shopfronts, despite late twentieth
century development amalgamating plots.
6.2 There is only limited scope for defining character areas
within a relatively small study area. An obvious
distinction can be made between the commercial
character and enclosed nature and cohesiveness of
Station Road when compared to the open character
and different use pattern of the Station Approach,
station and its northern enfrance. These are two v

views from one into and across another particularly -
those towards and focused upon the o«m:m_mﬁma

S

7.0 .- N

Buildings of local importance

71

7.2

i

The Lloyds Bank building eu_mc_.m fmw.._..u d 10 Appendix
E) has high architectural significancesgiven its
important townscape role in closing the view north

4

N ) ﬁmhm_: its original form despite later signage. The

along Station Road and is the best surviving building in
terms of historic ﬁmc:n in the mﬁm:o: Road m:_u area of

ST

an form %omﬁ office is likely to have a high

= community=Significance and element of its former
architectural"giality survive although the detailing has
rticular the loss of original windows

bui awﬁ is also of an unusual design featuring such a
bﬂoﬂ:ﬁmﬂ tile hung gable to the street frontage which is
Eodds and contrasting with the remaining frontage
o_mm_o: and articulation.

There is a cohesiveness to the townscape to this part
of Station Road and this is largely due to a consistent
use of a faux timber framing to the facades, the scale of
building and the rhythm of the facades helped by the
projecting dormer windows at roof level. The
articulation of the two southern corners of this section
of Station Road adds to the heightened sense of group
and set-piece of townscape design. These are the
qualities that make this area distinctive and stand-out
from the remaining sections of Station Road which,
although sharing characteristics and a common mom_m
do not hold together as successfully as this section of
the town.
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8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

outward in a casement fashion has greatly diminished framing the entrance to the station approach from
the quality of the groups. Fernhiil Lane is particularly successful.

The changing of shopfronts and in particular the poor 8.9 Thesouth side of the station is far less successful and
design and application of signage has had a very e unlikely to have changed significantly from
detrimental impact on the character and appearance of
the groups. ineered out of scale [amp columns.
ave made way for larger car parks so
re set within the setting of

ive tarmack&diareas for the parking of cars for

muter borne ﬂm_.ml- passengers.

The combination of these losses and the general
condition of the buildings has significantly impacted
upon their character and appearance.

All of these changes are reversible however it would .10==Lhe quality and condition of the public realm to the
take considerable investment on the part of owners: ..ﬁ.w

a collective buy-in to make a real difference to the
ncm_@ Qﬂ these groups. ._.:mmm may prove even more

oé:m_,m:_v Summary and conclusions

The Study Area comprises distinctive townscape with a
small number of notable buildings and a strong sense
of place derived from the cohesiveness of the
townscape, and the sense of arrival and an entrance
parily given the crossing of the railway by the bridge
and the rising up of the topography to travel over the
railway. However, despite some good quality buildings,
and a statutory listed building, the water tower the area
does not meet the stringent criteria for conservation

‘ area designation as it has suffered badly from the
mm.:m frside of the continual upgrading and modernisation of buildings

it setting is particularly commercial buildings which has eroded

The railway environs

still survives (although con /
Forest Heath Hotel.

The station and its approach to the
tracks is a very aftractive building and®
largely unchanged from its inception. The mature trees

Fornm Heritage Services Page 10 of 33
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10.0 Recommendations

1. That the potential for a new conservation area within be undertaken. A copy of this report should
the Siudy Area defined in Appendix A is NOT pursued accompany the letier. The buildings are as follows:
as this is highly unlikely to be supported by the Local

: . ¢ The New Milton station buildings (station and
Planning Authority. platforms including canopies - both sides)
2. That the New Milton Town Council write to Em Local
Planning Authority (New Forest _u fo
identify the following buildings as§ \ateg « The former Milton Hall (presently a furniture
heritage assets which warrant careful corsideration showroom)

when determining applications which would involve

change (including demolition) to Emm\wci%@m If the

Local Planning Authority maintains & Jocal . _im‘w\ga

buildings and is able to add these buildings this should

» The Lloyds Bank building, No.47 Station Road)
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Appendix B: Summary analysis of Study Area
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Appendix D: Historic photographs/images

HP1:The former Milton Hotél
north of the junction of Femhill
approach on the north side.

Forum Heritage Services Page 18 of 33
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Figure 2: The former post office and the west side of Station Road — note the consistent palette of materials
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New Milton Study - potential conservation area designation REPORT

Figure 4: The former post office and treatment of the comers
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New Milton Study - potentia! conservation area designation REPORT

Figure 8: The Grade ! listed water tower and its treed setting
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New milton Study - potential conservation area designation

REPORT

Figure 8: The former post — office — much altered
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Mew Milton Study - potential conservation area designaticn

Figure 10: One of the many townscape views which take in the water tower and its treed setling
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MNew Mitton Study - potential conservation area designation REPORT
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Figure 12: The station platforms with attractive decorative cast iron columns to canopies
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